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(Ydronte), the island of Corfu, Achaia, Blachia and By-
zantium, After examination of these three ways, he chooses
Thessalonica l as the first objective before the final march
against Constantinople. The Aquileian and Istrian route
seems to him to be the most commendable. There will be
no sea to cross and no need for carrying provisions, as the
crusaders will proceed through fertile countries partly
obedient to the See of Rome* Lands inhabited by schis-
matic3 nations will easily and by force of arms yield a
spacious road for the crusade. This is the historic route
followed by the Romans, the French and the Germans who
came to help or to chastise the Eastern Empire.
Fourth,5 is the route through Germany, Hungary and
Bulgaria leading to Constantinople* It had been adopted
by the princes and nobles of France, Germany, Languedoc,
Guienne and Bretagne as well as by 'Peter the Hermit' and
his followers. It is both good and easy. The author then
specifies in one chapter* the distribution of crusaders
among the various routes. Rejecting the African route
as impossible, he selects for the King and the main
army the land route through Germany and Hungary
to the Balkans. A minority of men accustomed to the
sea may sail on the galleys and transports conveying
provisions by the Mediterranean. The contingents from
the south of France and Italy will find it more expedient
to travel by the Italian routes of Brindisi and Otranto.
Thessalonica, in all cases, will be the general rendez-
vous.
As regards regions outside the confines of Catholic
Christenaom, Burcard makes a special plea to the King to
avoid the conclusion of alliances with the schismatic princes
of Serbia and Constantinople/ On the contrary, it will
be 'lawful and honest* to invade the territories of these
faithless and hateful heretics who have consistently refused
1 The modern Salonica.
* Reiffen-berg, 254. Speaking of these, Burcard says: 'Et quant est de leur
vaillance et hardiesse de r&iater, je n'en fay nullc mention ndant plus que
de femmes; et 0'ik vouloient empeschier nostre saint voyage, nous ferions
tegi&rement par feu et par I'esp&s ung chemin grant et large7 in the manner
which will be described below.
8 ib-, 255*                         * ib., 255-8.                    * ib., 259 et seq.